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The Home of  
Stephen Winthrop &  
Jane Williamson   
DORMA Solutions Help Make New 
House A Model Of Accessibility  —  
Advanced Door Openers Provide 
Independence & Convenience for  
Homeowner With ALS

Project Overview
Stephen Winthrop, MBA, consultant, 
entrepreneur, and direct descendant of John 
Winthrop, the first governor of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, has become a 
strong voice in ALS (Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis) research, awareness, and patient 
advocacy. Winthrop was diagnosed with ALS in 
November 2013 and has made it his mission to 
use the time he has been given not only to fight 
the debilitating disease personally, but also to 
crusade against it for others through 
volunteering his time and talents as a National 
Trustee for the national non-profit ALS 
Association. A $2.3 million spend-down fund, 
the Stephen Van R. Winthrop ALS Fund at 
Harvard University, was established in his name 
to further ALS research efforts at the 
institution. Winthrop donated $1.3 million 
toward this fund after auctioning off the 
valuable coin collection he began assembling at 
the age of 8.
 
“One of the distinct attributes of ALS is how 
extraordinarily variable the disease is from one 
person to the next in terms of the parts of the 
body affected and the rate of progression,” 
explained Winthrop. 

Winthrop and his wife, Jane Williamson, have 
had a new home built with technology that will 
maximize their home’s utility for someone with 
his specific form of ALS.

In Winthrop’s case, the ALS has been advancing 
slowly, initially affecting his arms. It will likely 
spread to his legs and other parts of his body. 
Their house has been equipped to enable 
Winthrop to control certain features and 
appliances (e.g., thermostats, doors, lights, TV, 
etc.) through a computer interface. It’s also 
built to readily undergo modifications as 
Winthrop’s ALS progresses. In the future, he will 
be able to use his voice or eye movement alone 
to control features through a server that 
electronically connects a tablet computer with 
myriad electrical features throughout the home.

Their objective was not only to help their family 
live as normally as possible with ALS, but also 
to make others with progressive neurological 
disorders more aware of the technological 
advances available to enhance mobility and 
function. Winthrop’s ultimate goal was to make 
his home reflect the breakthroughs in 
accessibility and give hope to those who fear 
losing their independence.

“We strived to make our house a model of ‘age 
in place,’ an example of what can be done to 
enable people to live longer in their own homes 
instead of in assisted living or managed care 
facilities,” shared Winthrop.

DORMA is honored to have been a part of 
incorporating the adaptive technology into 
Winthrop’s home, for which construction was 
completed in September 2015. 
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Unique Challenges Met  
By Innovative DORMA Solutions
According to Winthrop, not only were the 
functional characteristics of their new home 
important, but also were the aesthetics and 
environmental impact.

“We wanted a house that would be a beautiful 
home for our family, so minimizing any 
institutional feel was a must. We also wanted 
our house to be energy efficient, making as 
small a carbon footprint as possible—which 
also brings the benefit of enabling my wife to 
live here comfortably and affordably in the long 
term.”

In the design stage of the project, Ruth Super 
(Architectural Designer and interiors specialist 
LEED AP at the Institute for Human Centered 
Design) contacted DORMA sales manager Jack 
Magner.

According to Magner, “The home was designed 
to have wide passageways, which needed 
pocket doors (doors that slide into the wall) to 
work with the systems that controls doors, 
lights, and appliances by detecting motion—
and eventually by speech recognition and eye 
movement.”

Because they wanted partially automated 
sliding doors, DORMA’s MAGNEO Sliding Door 
Operator, with its electro-magnetic drive, 
provided a technically sound solution. 

Traditional pocket doors, that when fully open 
and completely retracted into the wall require 
grabbing onto a retractable hook to close 
them, would be difficult for Winthrop to use. 
But with DORMA’s configuration, the doors 
remain approximately three inches from the 
fully open position and have a recessed notch 
to give Winthrop the ability to close them with 
a nudge from his elbow or foot. 

“We strived to make 
our house a model of 
‘age in place,’ an 
example of what can 
be done to enable 
people to live longer 
in their own homes 
instead of in assisted 
living or managed 
care facilities”

ED100 Automatic 
Swing Door Operator
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ED100 Automatic 
Swing Door Operator

MAGNEO’s compact design and quiet 
operation also satisfied Winthrop’s desire to 
have a power-assisted door feature that could 
blend into its surroundings and work 
unobtrusively. 

The project called for an automated swing door 
operator that would not exceed 27 inches wide. 
While most other door operators require a 
wider and thicker box, DORMA’s ED100 
compact design fit the space constraints and 
met the functional requirements. 
 
“Another value-add from DORMA’s solutions 
came serendipitously while working on the 
project,” shared Magner. “When figuring out 
where switches for family members to open 
and close doors would be located to satisfy 
both operational and design requirements, we 
made a valuable discovery. We found that one 
of our vendor’s switches that has a sensor 
enabling users to simply wave in front of it to 
activate it, works as well from behind a wall as 
it does in front of it.”

With no plate mounted on the exterior of the 
wall, the switches are invisible and don’t in any 
way interrupt the aesthetic appeal of the 
home. Only people shown the switches would 
know of their presence.

 
 
 

The ED100 Automatic Swing Door Operator 
was also used on the three doors at each 
elevator landing (lower level, first floor, and 
second floor) in the home. As the elevator 
reaches a landing, the ED100 sends a signal to 
electric strike in the frame so it opens and 
releases the door to 90 degrees for a pre-
determined time delay until the person passes 
through it. 

Because of their energy-efficient operation, the 
ED100 operators not only meet the functional 
and aesthetic needs of the home, but they will 
also help keep electric costs down.

In total, the Winthrop-Williamson home is 
equipped with four MAGNEO Sliding Door 
Operators on interior doors (including those by 
the home office and by the gym and adjacent 
bathroom) and nine ED100 Swing Door 
Operators on eight interior doors (including 
those by the master bedroom and bathroom, 
the elevator landings, gym, patio, and 
mudroom). Recognizing the significance of 
demonstrating how automatic door technology 
can interface with other automated systems in 
accessible living spaces, DORMA made a 
financial contribution in the form of reduced 
pricing on this project. 

According to Magner, “The doors in the  
home offer accessibility, privacy, and security 
with minimal visual impact on the home’s 
American Craftsman style.”

“The doors in  
the home offer  
accessibility, privacy,  
and security with  
minimal visual  
impact on the  
home’s American  
Craftsman style.”
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“We are very, very 
pleased with the 
doors. I can’t 
emphasize enough 
the value of DORMA’s 
products in this 
project. They really 
are an integral part 
of the functionality 
we need now and in 
the future.”   

The DORMA Difference
With DORMA’s physical presence in the market 
where the home was built, collaboration and 
coordination with Shepherd PMC (Boston-
based residential Owner’s Representatives, 
serving clients nationally and beyond) and 
Keystone Development Corporation (the 
builder) throughout the project was 
exceptionally efficient and fluid. 

DORMA installer and service technician Steve 
Gill took the lead in the field and was 
instrumental in coordinating a complicated 
wiring project with representatives of the 
multiple systems that interface with DORMA’s 
equipment. 

“Gill stayed with project all the way through to 
ensure consistency throughout the complex 
project,” shared Magner. “And our branch 
manager for the region, Bill Gerardi, oversaw 
the contract negotiations and coordinated the 
installation schedule to keep everything on 
track with the general contractor, construction 
manager, and others involved in the project.”

Adam Wylie of Shepherd PMC oversaw the 
project on behalf of the owners. “DORMA was 
a pleasure to work with on this project and was 
very supportive throughout the entire process,” 
he said. 

Shepherd PMC provided support through the 
process of selecting the operators and then 
coordinated efforts of the home automation 

and general contractor teams to ensure the 
wiring, operators, sensors, and doors were 
installed properly. 

Wylie shared, “I’ve worked in the construction 
industry (including commercial, institutional, 
and residential work) for over 15 years, and 
DORMA’s ED100 operators are by far the 
best-looking swing door operators I have seen.”

For the pocket doors, the project team wanted 
a solution that would look like a regular pocket 
door, but would open automatically through a 
sensor or home automation system.

“DORMA’s MAGNEO sliders proved to be the 
perfect fit. All of the operators are hidden by 
the door casing and the wall sensors are 
installed beneath the drywall so they are 
hidden, as well. The end result is a door that 
looks great and operates smoothly just the way 
we needed them to,” explained Wylie.

According to Winthrop, DORMA’s solutions, 
with their sleek design, low-energy operation, 
and versatility have helped them achieve their 
goals of making their home one that will adapt 
to their evolving needs as his ALS progresses. 

“We are very, very pleased with the doors. I 
can’t emphasize enough the value of DORMA’s 
products in this project. They really are an 
integral part of the functionality we need now 
and in the future.”   

MAGNEO Sliding 
Door Operator
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